NEWSLETTER
April 2022
_____________________________________________________________________________

A Note from our Director
Welcome Back!

Thank you to all the families who participated in the family survey to renew our national
accreditation. Did you know Aldrich is the only locally-owned preschool in Rochester
recognized on this national level? We are very proud of our accreditation and know it is one
of the many things that inspire families’ confidence in the quality of our program. The
family survey is an important piece of that puzzle, and it is one of the tools we analyze to
ensure we are offering the best possible experience for families and their children. We
appreciate the time you spent to give us this feedback.
The last few weeks have been especially
muddy in our outdoor classrooms. We know
this creates added work for families to haul
and repeatedly wash outdoor gear. The
rewards for your children are unmatched
opportunities for sensory input and growth,
and reminders of the lessons children learn
when we go outside every day:
“Encouraging a child to go outside in all
weather builds resilience, but more
importantly it saves them from merely
tolerating the ‘bad’ days in favor of a
handful of ‘good’ ones – a life of
endless expectations and conditions
where happiness hinges on sunshine.”
-Nicolette Sowder
This and many other Aldrich experiences are seeds which we hope will grow to influence
children long after they’ve moved beyond their preschool years.
Your Partner in Education, Jessica Richards
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Aldrich Dates to Remember
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

April 7 & 8:
April 12:
April 12 & 13:
April 13 & 14:
April 19:
April 21 & 22:
April 21 & 22:
May 1:
May 14:
May 25:
May 26:

Tornado Drills
Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night, 4-8pm
Library Check Out
Fire Drills
Aldrich Board Meeting 7:30pm, open to the public
Parent-Teacher Conferences, No School, No Childcare Provided
Usborne Book Fair in Playroom 1
All Library Books Due!
Playground Party Family Event! (Details Coming Soon)
Last Day for M/W/F children
Last Day for T/Th and M-F children

A HUGE Thank you to those that donated to Aldrich
through the United Way Campaign:
Michael & Brenda Kalmbach * Joshua Murphy * Susan Neumann

Tornado Drills Resume

Severe Weather drills will begin again in April. They are an important
skill to practice at Aldrich so students and staff know what to do in
the event of a severe weather event at Aldrich. They are also required
by MN Licensing and Accreditation.

Did you know that Aldrich has a custom storm shelter located in the
center of the building? In the event of a Tornado Warning, students
and staff take shelter in the middle of the main hallway and office
staff pull our custom hallway doors across to help keep us safe. We would remain in the
shelter until the Tornado Warning expired. When we complete these drills during severe
weather months (April through September) we gather in our shelter, make a turtle using our
bodies and count to 10. If a Tornado Watch is issued for our area, students and staff would
move into their classroom and stay there until the watch has expired.

Helmholz Library at Aldrich
Please feel free to continue checking out library
books with your child through the month of April. After May
1st, parents and children are welcome to sit in the library and
read books together, but library checkout will be finished for
the school year.
All books should be returned to Aldrich by May 1st. If you lost a book your
child checked out, please consider making a donation
to Aldrich to replace the book.
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Teacher Meals During Conferences
The office staff are coordinating meals for the Aldrich teachers to enjoy
during the Parent-Teacher Conference days on Thursday and Friday, April
21st and 22nd. This is a great way to say thank you and show our appreciation!
Visit the following link to help:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D48AEA628A0FB6-conference

From the Board
Chick-Fil-A Spirit Night
Tuesday, April 12
4-8pm

Your dinner is your donation!
Show your support by mentioning Aldrich when
you place a dine-in, drive-thru, or mobile order
during the event and a percentage of your sale
will be donated to Aldrich School!
For mobile orders, write “Spirit Night” in the comments section. Dine in and drive thru orders need
to mention they are there for Spirit Night when making their order.

The Board of Directors in finalizing details on fundraising for our
Financial Assistance Program and a
culminating Family Event
on Saturday, May 14.
More details will be shared soon!
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